First Congregational Church of Southington
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Sunday, June 10
at 10:00 a.m.
Come and worship as our church school
children, preschool—8th grade, lead the
service. Our theme this year is “Making
a Connection”
Infant Care Nursery available as usual.
After the service come to
Memorial Hall for a “Volunteer Appreciation Celebration” sponsored by the
Leadership Development Board.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
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860-628-6958/ Fax 860-621-0402
E-mail: office@fccsouthington.org
Website: FCCSouthington.org

We pray for


OFFICE HOURS

Margaret Lemrise, Dawn Gambacini, and family grieving the death of their mother/
grandmother, Marian (4/27)
Wesley and Willa Babkirk and family grieving
the death of Clive and Lois Babkirk (4/22 and
4/24)



Monday—Friday, 9am—1pm
SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Chapel Communion
9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
FOR PASTORAL EMERGENCIES
Call 860-628-6958 during office hours
or our Pastoral Emergency line: 860-385-4884
Pastor Ron rbrown@fccsouthington.org
Pastor Rachel rachel@fccsouthington.org

Ministers to the World:
The Whole Congregation
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Contemporary
Music Coordinators
Directors of
Christian Education
Director of Music
Ministries/Organist
Tech/Communications
Office Coordinator
Collector
Bookkeeper
Minister of
Music Emeritus

Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Brown
Rev. Rachel J. Bahr
Steve Nyren
Melissa Mirisola
Karlene Archambeault
Carole Lantz
Louis S. Vollono, Jr.

Today’s Concerns: We pray for Rich McCarty’s
mother (Dorothy), Aubrey Fisher, Jean Kleis (Judy
Chatfield’s daughter-in-law), Richard Bullock (Linda
Accuosti’s father), Lou Vollono’s father (Lou Sr.),
Bert (Sandi Reed’s friend), Karen and Lou Bushee,
Tom Accuosti Sr (Linda Accuosti’s father-in-law),
Tom (family member of Michael and Linda Ericsson), and Joe and Judy Jarnutowski (friends of Jan
Calabro)
Ongoing Concerns: We continue to pray for Karen
Barna, Carolyn Beadle, Helen Deckert, DJ Festa,
Gloria Gelpke, Todd Lawson, Betsy Roberts, Nellie
Shepherd, Ellen Perkins Simpson, Fran Sperry, Faith
Sullivan, Peggy Thibodeau, Ben (Morris Eisenberg’s
nephew), Lois Dwelley, our Stephen Ministers and
care-receivers, and Caring Ministry team and
friends.

Dawn Gambacini
Mira Morel
Ray Dischino
Allison LeBarron

Finley Fitzgerald
son of Aubrey & Matt Fitzgerald

Dylan & Connor Santiago

John R. Parsons

sons of Michelle & Daniel Santiago
April 29, 2018
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Prayer Circle
Good News! Prayer Circle
is going virtual!








Thank you to everyone who participated in
FCC’s “Not Quite Annual Art Show” and “FCC’s
Got Talent”.
Thank you to everyone who donated blood in
our May Blood Drive.
Thank you to all the Youth Ministry Volunteers:
the classroom teachers & helpers, the nursery
workers, the Chapel Communion servers, the
youth group leaders, Confirmation leaders and
mentors, and everyone else who works with our
youth!
Thank you to everyone who served on a Church
Committee or Board this year.

For 20 plus years Sam and Irene Hendrickson have
given their time and talents for the work of Christ
through the Stephen Ministry program and
touched many lives in our church and other
churches in the area. We are sad to announce that
June is the last month that they will be supervising
our Stephen Ministry program. Thank you to Sam
and Irene for sharing their time and talents to direct this very important mission in our church.
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We will no longer meet at church on
Tuesdays. We will be setting up a
“Google Group” that will email prayer
requests to all members of the group. If
you’d like to be a member of the group
please let us know.
If you have a prayer request you may do
one of the following:
- fill out a blue “prayer request” card and
put it in the offering plate or in the pink
prayer folder outside the church office
- call the church office and leave a message with Mira
- email Sue Potthoff at
suepotthoff@gmail.com
- email Pastor Ron or Pastor Rachel
Thank you for your support and prayers

Thanks to our Church
Family
Thank you so much for all the prayers,
cards, phone calls, and visits I received
when I was laid up in March. Truly this
church is a “Church Family”!

Peggy Thibodeau

June Worship at FCC
Worship at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:15 am
June 3: Second Sunday after Pentecost

Bagels and Bible Study

The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Brown, preaching

Everyone is invited to join Pastor Ron before
work for tasty bagels, brief Bible study and stimulating conversation. We are currently studying
the Gospel of John. Brief readings to prepare for
the Bible study are emailed to participants before each meeting. We meet every other Thursday from 7:00-7:45 a.m.
in Memorial Hall. This
month: June 7 & 21. We
can’t promise any answers, but we have a
great time and learn a
lot from exploring the
questions. No previous Bible study experience is
necessary and all are welcome!

June 10: Third Sunday after Pentecost
Children’s Day
8:00 a.m. Chapel Communion
10:00 a.m. Combined Worship
The church school children, preaching

June 17: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Rachel J. Bahr, preaching

June 24: Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Dr. Ronald B. Brown, preaching
Visit FCCSouthington.org/worship-this-week for
the most up-to-date info about worship services.

Summer Worship
For the summer months, the Board of Deacons
and Pastor Ron decided to continue the worship
schedule we began to use last summer. Beginning on July 1, we will hold two worship services
on Sunday mornings, one at 8:00 a.m. and another at 10:00 a.m. The 8:00 a.m. service will
continue as it always has, brief worship which
includes a hymn, sermon and communion. The
10:00 a.m. service will alternate between our
traditional worship and our TGISunday worship
style. The worship services on July 1, July 15, July
29, August 12 and August 26 will use traditional
hymns and feature either the Gallery Singers or
other special music. The worship services on July
8, July 22, August 5, August 19, and September 2
will be in our TGISunday style with music leadership provided by Branches. We will celebrate
communion by intinction each week.

Attention Young Adults
20– and 30-Somethings are invited to join us
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. for friends, fun, faith
and food! Questions? Contact Pastor Rachel for
details. 860-628-6958 ext. 119, or email her at
Rachel@fccsouthington.org.

Bible Study at The Orchards
This weekly Bible study meets in the private
Dining Room of The Orchards located at 34
Hobart Street in Southington. Several residents
of The Orchards attend this Bible study, but it is
open to everyone. We meet every Wednesday
from 10:30—11:00 a.m. to study the scripture
passages that will be read at the First Congregational Church worship services the following
Sunday. All are welcome!
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Pastor Ron’s Message
Growing up in a Baptist church in North Carolina,
the Bible has always been an important part of
my life. My understanding of this sacred book
has changed over the years as I have continued to
embrace the Bible spiritually and explore it academically, but it remains the most significant
foundation of my faith.

* Welcome to FCC’s newest members who
joined the church on May 13th:

In a sermon series this summer, I will offer sermons that explore five biblical passages that I
often turn to when the questions of life press in
on me. They are the Bible verses that I always
keep in my pocket. Some of the passages may be
familiar to you—others may not. As part of this
sermon series I will invite you to consider the Bible verses that help form the foundation of your
faith. I am calling the sermon series:

Christine Bruemmer
Joseph & Patricia Mangiagli
Shannon Pittsley
Marion Wilkes
Caroline DiProspero
Alisha Robarge
Tyler Nichols
Jeffrey Broomhead & Adrianna ZambrzyckaBroomhead
Wendy Valerio & Kris Gauthier
Anne West
Kimberly Steinmetz.

Building on a Strong Foundation:
The Bible and Faith
We will explore the following Bible stories and
passages:
June 24: Coming Home, Luke 15:11-32
July 1: Rolling Waters, Amos 5:18-24
July 8: The Marks of a Christian, Romans 12
July 15: When Hearts Are Troubled, John 14:1-14
July 22: Surely Goodness and Mercy, Psalm 23

* And to the Confirmation Class who joined
the church on May 20th:
Bethany Andrews
Josh Budnik
Isabelle Burek
Arianna Perkins
Scott Putnam Jr
Alberto Sarris
Brynn Steele
Jonathan Stroop

I hope you will join me this summer as we explore the foundation of our Christian faith that
we find in some of the most beloved, and challenging, passages in the Bible.
Blessings,

Happy Father’s Day
Sunday, June 17

Pastor Ron
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BULLETIN BOARD
Chair Yoga!

Morning Women’s Group

Mondays at 10am in our Choir Room
Wednesday June 6th , we will meet at the
Church parking lot at 10am. We will taking a boat
tour on the CT River for $18.00 per person, and
plan to do lunch after. Contact Bev Ryan at 860666-8874

This is a gentle yoga class.
All donations ($5 suggested) benefit the girls of
Fundación Sor Dominga Bocca in Ecuador.

We’d Like to Get to Know You!
Hurray! We are getting name tags for everyone! Have you ever had a
moment where you wished you recalled that person’s name? or, have
you thought you met them at a service before but you were never introduced? There will be a name tag board in the Narthex, one at the front
left entrance to the meeting house, and one in the Chapel. We ask that
you wear your name tag during the service and coffee hour and then
drop it into one of the baskets located near the exits; we will take care of
putting it back for you!

Family Promise Fundraiser

Honor/Remember a Loved One
Sign up to give Sunday flowers
($35) in memory/honor of a
loved one. See the chart on a
post in Memorial Hall and
please write legibly! Someone
will call you to get more information.

Mark your calendar for Thursday, June 7th.
Family Promise of Central Connecticut is
holding a Volunteer Appreciation Event at
New Britain Bees Stadium. The game starts
at 6:35 PM, but there will be additional
events.

Family Promise: You Can Make a Difference!
A smile and a couple of hours of your time is all it takes! Our next volunteer week is July 22—July

29. Please mark your calendar.
1. Volunteering is easy, fun, and rewarding!
2. It is no longer necessary to attend a training class. We have a video for you to watch, and some
information to read.
3. Have questions? Please call the church office or email FP@fccsouthington.org.
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Church Council Corner
2018 FCC Annual Meeting

The 2018 FCC Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, June 18th at 7:00 pm in the meetinghouse;
all members are invited to attend.
The agenda includes a review of the past year, elections, and approval of the proposed budget for
the 2018-2019 year. Copies of the annual report will be distributed in advance.
Questions can be directed Mira in the church office at 860-628-6958 or office@fccsouthington.org
Are you looking to get to know more people at church?
Have you ever thought of giving more of your "time, talent,
and treasure," but aren't sure how? Then this is the job for
you!
The Board of Deacons is in need of volunteers to serve as
Ushers or Greeters. We are looking for Greeters for both
the 9:30 and 11:15 services and Ushers for the 9:30 service. All you need to do is to come to church
a little earlier and bring your smile. In return you'll receive smiles, handshakes, greetings, and the
pleasure of giving your time to our church. Maybe you'll even make a new friend. If interested
please reach out to Anne Sharnick at anne.sharnick@gmail.com or (860) 416-0808, Pastor Ron, or
the church office.

Hospitality at Music on the Green
First Congregational Church will once again be offering extravagant hospitality, in the form of free
lemonade, to people attending Music on the Green. These free concerts are held every Wednesday
night from 7 to 9 pm from May 23 to September 5 with a rain date of Thursday. We are looking for
a coordinator to ensure supplies are on hand and recruit volunteers. Two to three people are needed each night to set up around 6:15 and then serve the lemonade while enjoying the show. This is a
great family activity. Please email Joanne Kelleher at joannekelleher@hotmail.com if interested in
helping.

What is a Member-at-Large?
Your representative on the Church Council. Do you have praise, concerns, or ideas about the way
First Congregational Church is run? Ideas can be confidentially brought to the council. Please email
mal@FCCSouthington.org or speak with one of the members-at-large:
8:00 am Danielle and Bill Adams, 9:30 am Meredith Mann, 11:15 am Lynn Grenier
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Online Donations to FCC
Want to make a contribution to our church? It’s simple! Visit PayPal.me/FCCSouthington or visit
the Donate page on our church website: FCCSouthington.org/donate. There you can learn about
pledging and lots of different ways to support our doing of God’s work in the world!

Are You Blessed with Mobility?
We strive to keep our small parking lot open for those who may have mobility challenges. Please
consider parking in the large lot to our north or in the municipal lot across the green. Thank you
for your consideration!

A New Way to Participate in Worship
We are looking to add to our team of folks who setup the slides for the 11:15 worship service.
Using the liturgy and the music, we select images that convey the message for that week and
guide participants through the worship. It makes our worship even more vibrant and powerful!
The time commitment is minimal, and the impact is great. We are also looking for more folks to
run the projection system. Please talk to Pastor Ron or Dawn Gambacini to learn more about
these opportunities.

Save These Dates:
June 7
June 10
June 10
June 12
June 13
June 18

Family Promise Volunteer Appreciation Event
Children’s Day
Youth Groups “End of Year Celebration”
Youth Ministry Appreciation Dinner
NAMI Mental Illness Family Support Group
FCC Annual Meeting

Check our online calendar any time at FCCSouthington.org/events.
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Missions
Quilt Group

FCC’s Relay for Life

We’re a small group of quilters
who meet every other Wednesday to quilt and for fellowship.
Not a quilter? Join us and we’ll teach you how to
quilt, or come for the fellowship.
We meet every other Wednesday
10:00 – noon in room 201/202
Meeting dates: June 6 (off site) & June 20
Leader: Carole Lantz

The FCC team is being suspended this year.
Please call Sandi Reed or Cynthia Enright with
questions.

Caring Ministry
Appreciation Luncheon
Our next Caring Ministry meeting, our Appreciation Luncheon, will be Monday, June 18 at
11:00 a.m.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Our shawls are given to those in need of comfort, whether from illness, sorrow, loneliness
or loss. Prayer shawls are available upon request to church members and their friends
and family.
If you knit or crochet, consider making and
donating shawls to our ministry. Patterns,
needles and yarn are available if needed.
Call Kathy LaBarre, 860-628-2904. Please pin
a tag with your name on each shawl you
knit/crochet.

Please RSVP to Carolyn Mansolf, 860-6215082.

Volunteer Needed
Caring Ministry is in need of a volunteer from
the 11:15 service to occasionally deliver flowers to a Caring Ministry Friend.
Please contact Carolyn Mansolf, 860-6215082.

Caring Ministry Offerings

Support for Families Living
with Mental Illness

Meal Ministry for you or a church member
who is going through a difficult time, surgery,
etc. Call Carolyn Mansolf, 860-621-5082.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Family
Support Group normally meets on the second
Wednesday of each month, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in
room 206. Led by trained volunteer facilitators,
this group is free and is available to any adult families, partners and friends who have been affected
by and/or are living with a loved one with a mental health illness. Contact the facilitators Mary
Potter 203-213-6732 or Amy Truskowski 860-6375458 with questions. Our next meeting is Wednesday, June 13 at 7:00 pm

Transportation Ministry If you are in need
of a ride to church or a doctor’s appointment,
or if you are able to provide rides occasionally
to church and/or doctor’s appointments.
Please call Diana Sheard, 860-793-2765.
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“Where Do I Get Information about FCC?”
News and Upcoming Events—Bulletin boards are located next to the elevator (ground floor),
all around the walls of Memorial Hall, and just inside the main doors (between the chapel and
meetinghouse). Also, you can visit our Happenings page at FCCSouthington.org/happenings or our
online events calendar at FCCSouthington.org/events. Sign up for our e-newsletter at FCCSouthington.org/newsletter and be sure to add happenings@fccsouthington.org to your contacts.

Sign-ups—These are most often located on the wall outside Pastor Ron’s office and sometimes in
Memorial Hall. You can also call the church office at 860-628-6958 or email
office@fccsouthington.org to sign up. Our office hours are Monday—Friday, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Pick up a printed copy—Forms, newsletters, surveys, vouchers, etc. are placed on the credenza
(long cabinet) outside the church office and on the table in the narthex (just inside the meetinghouse
doors). These are also usually online at FCCSouthington.org/forms. Newsletters can be read online at
FCCSouthington.org/newsletter.

Missions and Ministries—Read more about these on our website at FCCSouthington.org/share
and watch for a brochure coming soon.

Coping with life's challenges—there are Christian care booklets located on the walls outside
the church office and in the narthex (just inside the meetinghouse doors).

Join the Conversation! Like and follow us on Facebook and get updates in your newsfeed.

Is Your Student Graduating This Year?
Please send your high school student's name and their plans for next year, or your college student's
name, college, and degree they are earning by Tuesday, June 19 (to happenings@fccsouthington.org) for publication the our July FaithWorks newsletter.
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FCC Music Ministry
Our church is known for its Music Ministry and we’d like to highlight some of our leaders. We are blessed to
have many participants in the music program who lead us as we praise God in song.
Louis S. Vollono, Jr., Director of Music Ministries/Organist
Lou prides himself in bringing the true ministry of music to all worshipers. “Music elevates all worship,” Lou
believes. “It truly is a path to the Almighty and a means of praying twice.” Lou has an extensive background in
music, graduating from Stonehill College in Easton, MA where he was in a cooperative music exchange as a
seminary candidate at the University of Notre Dame and received training that spanned both traditional and
contemporary worship styles. Upon graduation, Lou pursued multiple advanced degrees from Southern Connecticut State University both in Music and English Language Arts (with a concentration in African American
Studies). When not at FCC Southington, Lou enjoys reading and working privately as a keyboard instructor.
Steve Nyren, Contemporary Worship Band Coordinator
Steve has served as Branches’ worship band coordinator since 2015 and has been a member of Branches for
more than 16 years. He has played guitar, sung, and helped lead worship music in a variety of settings over the
course of nearly four decades. He also played and served as music director of several FCC musical productions. In his free time, Steve enjoys playing guitar in the local classic rock band, Small Town Gamblers. Steve
lives in Southington with his wife, Shelley, whom he met in Branches.
Melissa Mirisola, Contemporary Worship Vocal Coordinator
Melissa serves as Branches’ worship Vocal Director and has been directing Branches for 6 years. She is a graduate of the Hartt School of Music and has her Kodaly Music Teachers Certification and Orff Music Certification. Melissa has been teaching music for 29 years, the last 23 in Cheshire and has taught chorus, general music classes, drama club, band director, and student council advisor. She has 2 children, Matt and Mikalyn,
loves crafts, reading, flea markets, and collecting milk glass. She’s also an animal lover and has a cat and two
dogs.
Patty Nichols, Celebration Ringers Director
Patty is the volunteer director of the Celebration Ringers handbell choir. She first started playing bells in middle
school at her church in Reston, VA. She also plays the flute and has taken courses in music theory, psychology
of music, and conducting, as well as participating in pep and concert bands. After graduation from Tufts University, she helped restart a handbell choir in Woodbury, CT before moving away to go to graduate
school. Although her academic training is in civil and geotechnical engineering, she believes that music and
arts are very important for children and adults alike. When not ringing, Patty enjoys hanging out with her family, knitting, gardening, and most of all, reading.
Beth Bush, Chapel Musician
Beth has served as Chapel Musician at FCC for the past 6 years. She enjoys using the talents God gave her to
praise Him in return. She also believes that when you sing, you pray twice! Beth is a graduate of Manhattan
School of Music and has taught piano in New Jersey and given private piano lessons for over 20 years to about
100 students. She has served as General Music Teacher and Choir Director in the Catholic school system for the
past 14 years and has written and directed Christmas Shows for the schools and has prepared students to sing
on television for the daily Mass, St. Jude Telethon, and Video Christmas Card. Beth lives in Forestville with her
husband, Percy and her daughter, Courtney. She is very proud to acknowledge that Courtney just graduated
Cum Laude from the University of New Haven.
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Church School News
June Church School Schedule
June 3: Chapel Sunday
June 10: 10:00 service—Children’s Day
June 17 & 24: Regular Church School
July 1: 10:00 Summer Church School program starts

Summer Church School
July 1—September 2 10:00 service only
The first Sunday of the months of July, August, & September—
the children will remain in church
Join us on the Sundays for the rest of July and August as church
school continues during the summer months.
We will be continuing to use Seasons of the Spirit as we study
Jesus’ message, the early church, and Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.
In addition to our regular nursery care we will have two classes: 2nd—5th grades in room 204 and
6th– 8th grades in room 201/202. The older class will be able to delve deeper into the subject
matter.

Summer is Better at Silver Lake!
It’s time to think about registering for Silver Lake, the UCC Summer Camp in Sharon, CT. Camp is
for children entering 4th grade in the fall and older; this year there are 7 sessions to choose from
– starting the week of June 24 through the week of August 5.

For over 60 years, Silver Lake has been transforming kids’ lives, opening their hearts to God and
to great friendships that last a lifetime. Visit their website at SilverLakeCT.org for the summer
conference schedule. Does your child like: Art? Bicycling? Boating? Harry Potter? STEAM? Construction? Making music? Sports? Social Media? There’s a Silver Lake Conference for that!
Scholarships are available (see Pastor Ron.) For more information and to register, go to silverlakect.org/summercamp.
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Youth News
All Youth Groups Combined “End Of Year Celebration”
Sunday, June 10th from 5:00—8:00 pm
We’re going to have a fun celebration, eat BBQ, and play messy games. Bring a side to share and
email Pastor Rachel, Rachel@fccsouthington.org, by June 6th.

Village Green Nursery School will be opening a new classroom in the fall of 2018. We have
several openings in our half-day 3’s and 4’s classes.
 We are also looking to hire a head teacher and an assistant. The head teacher will have a degree in EDE and/or has years of experience working with young children. Please send resumes
and cover letters to vgnsstaff@gmail.com.
 If you are a parent and would like to discuss enrolling your child please call (860)628-6958 ext
113. Feel free to check out our website, http://vgns.org/ and our Facebook page, https://
facebook.com/
 There is still work that needs to be done to meet state and town requirements. If you are licensed and insured or if you have a family friend who is, we would be interested in talking with
you about this job. We would love to find someone who would be willing to do this work at a
discounted rate but if that is not an option for you please still reach out to us. Here is our list:
Construction:
- Change window to door (36”) (self-closure and panic bar)
- Concrete step or ramp
- Walkway to playground
HVAC:
- Move condenser
- Move baseboard heating
Thank you,
Shannon Knudsen, Director

The Maureen Lyon Memorial Scholarship For VGNS
In January 2018, the Board of Trustees voted to establish the Maureen Lyon Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship, initially funded by a generous gift from Maureen’s family, will provide needbased scholarship assistance to families enrolling children in the Village Green Nursery School.
Maureen worked as a speech and language pathologist in the Waterbury School System for 35 years.
She loved her profession and working with children. This scholarship honors her memory and her passion for supporting the education of children in our church community. Contact Pastor Ron for more
information.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
37 Main Street
Southington, CT 06489

Monday, June 18

7:00 pm

The 2018 FCC Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, June 18th at 7:00
pm in the meetinghouse; all members are encouraged to attend.
The agenda includes a review of the past year, elections for the Boards &
Committees, and approval of the proposed budget for the 2018-2019 year.
Copies of the annual report will be distributed in advance.
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